Remote Education 2020-2021

Aims:

« To outline our approach for pupils who will not be attending school as a result of
government guidance, closure of a class bubble or individual isolation

« To outline our expectations for staff that will not be attending school due to
selfisolation but that are otherwise fit and healthy and able to continue supporting
with the teaching, assessing and planning for pupils’ learning

Who is the plan applicable to?

Every child is expected to attend school from 1 September 2020. However, due to the
ongoing global, national and local situation with regard to Covid-19 some pupil groups or
individuals may have to self-isolate if they display symptoms of coronavirus.

This plan outlines expectations for full school closure or for class bubble (or partial school)
closure.

Where individual pupils are isolating due to ill-health and are unwell, they will not be
expected to work on school based tasks until they are fully recovered. Where individual
pupils are self-isolating but are feeling well, our response will be tailored to their individual
circumstances and will primarily be supported with the use of ‘paper packs’ which will mirror
the work being taught to the rest of the class in school; this may include signposting to
online learning resources.

Remote learning:

We will provide appropriate remote learning for pupils who are not able to attend school so
that no one need fall behind.

We have used research from the Educational Endowment Foundation as a basis for our
approach to remote learning.* When implementing strategies to support pupils’ remote
learning, or to help parents to support this, we have considered the following:

« Teaching quality is more important than how lessons are delivered

« Ensuring access to technology is key, especially for disadvantaged pupils

» Peer interactions can provide motivation and improve learning outcomes

«  Supporting pupils to work independently can improve learning outcomes

+ Different approaches to remote learning suit different types of content and pupils

At St Peter’s Primary School we acknowledge that there has been much disruption to
children’s education as a result of the coronavirus pandemic and subsequent restrictions
with regard to this. We are aware that should further restrictions be placed upon the school
that our pupils should continue to receive a quality education which may involve remote
learning.

* https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/best-evidence-onsupporting-
students-to-learn-remotely/
Our approach is the provision of a blend of paper resources, online learning and some virtual

face-to-face sessions that pupils can access with class teachers (as appropriate).



Remote learning tasks will be in line with the curriculum and learning that would ordinarily
take place in the classroom according to National Curriculum and school guidance for each
class and year group. For pupils with individual or special education needs and/or
disabilities, staff will provide learning resources that are relevant and accessible to the child.

We accept that every family’s circumstances is different and our planning takes account of
this. We will be as flexible as possible in how we approach remote learning in order to cater
for individual circumstances. We acknowledge that access to IT may be an issue either all
of the time or for some of the time in some households. For this reason, we will provide a
blended offer of online and paper based tasks in order to support children’s learning. Paper
based tasks will either be sent home with the child at the start of a school closure or sent to
the child’s home by first class Royal Mail. Parents should inform staff if their child is unable
to access online learning at all in order that staff can take account of this and find ways to
support the child with paper based tasks or with the loan of IT equipment if available.

Teacher Responsibilities in the case of a school closure:

Class teachers will plan lessons that link directly to the curriculum focus for their class and
the children’s year group and will provide resources to support tasks for home learners on a
daily basis.

In the event of a full or partial school closure, information about work will be sent out via
PING by 9.00am each day. The information will include the following:

« An explanation of core learning tasks to be completed each day in Reading, Writing
and Mathematics

« A longer task linked to the topic being studied in class that pupils should work on
over several days

« Alink to any worksheets or templates that need to be used

« Web-links to web-sites, videos, film clips, teacher explanations or other resources
that children should use in order to inform their work

« An explanation about how to send work to the class teacher for marking and
feedback

All parents have their child’s Teacher’s email address. This is our main and preferred
method of communication between the class teacher, parent and child during a school
closure. Where parents do not have access to email or the internet a work pack
will be posted weekly by first class post.

Teachers will respond promptly, within reason, to requests from families for support at
home. This should be done via email. If parents are not able to access this communication
route, they should contact the Head Teacher via the school phone, who will liaise with the
class teacher on behalf of the family.

Teacher responsibilities if in self-isolation:

All staff are required to self-isolate if they show symptoms of coronavirus or if they have
been asked by their medical team to shield due to underlying health needs. Where staff are
isolating due to ill-health and are unwell, they will not be expected to work until they are
fully recovered. If this is the case for a teacher during a full or partial school closure,
another member of staff will assume responsibility for setting remote learning tasks for their
class.



If a teacher is self-isolating but is feeling well, they will set remote learning tasks for their

class within the capabilities of their home IT capabilities. If it is not possible to set online

learning tasks, paper packs will be sent to pupils until the class teacher is able to return to
school.

It is expected that if a teacher is symptomatic of coronavirus that they will get tested and
share the result of this with the Head Teacher so that appropriate plans to manage remote
learning may be put in place.

Family Responsibilities:

We recognise that pupils respond best to learning when there is a regular and familiar
routine. St Peter’s C of E Primary School recommends that families try to maintain a ‘school
day’ structure as far as possible during a school closure. We suggest that a quiet,
comfortable place to work in is ideal but we understand that this may be difficult in some
environments particularly if there are lots of people working from home, or within the home,
at the same time and where there are multiple demands for the use of IT. We encourage
parents to do their best in order to secure good levels of concentration.

Parents and/or carers should supervise children when they are working remotely, particularly
if working online in order to ensure online safety is maintained. Parents should help their
child by looking at the work which has been set together with their child, discussing it to
ensure understanding, making a plan in order to complete the tasks and then checking that
their child has understood, addressing any problems or misconceptions as they arise.

Parents can supplement learning set by staff with other resources that are available online.
The following links are particularly useful and parents should explore these as a first point of
reference if they require more for their child:

« Oak National Academy at https://www.thenational.academy/
« BBC Bitesize at https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize

If children and/or parents are unclear about any of the work that is set or have difficult
accessing it online, parents should communicate with the class teacher as soon as possible
in order to access support or advice or an alternative method of accessing the work that has
been set.

There is an expectation that parents/children will submit work if asked to do so via email
and teachers are expected to respond to the work submitted.

Pupil Responsibilities:

Pupils are expected to work hard, to the best of their ability on the tasks set by their
teachers, whether online or within the ‘paper packs'.

Each day they are expected to complete the following as a minimum:

+ Daily mathematics task

+ Daily reading task

«  Daily writing task

« An integrated learning activity (or part thereof, as determined by the class teacher)

Children and/or parents should submit their work promptly to the class teacher via email.
Staff will then respond to it.


https://www.thenational.academy/
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Monitoring:

The Head Teacher and staff will evaluate any period of school closure in order to monitor
the quality and impact of remote education. Where improvements can be made, they will
be implemented in a timely manner in order to ensure that the remote learning offer for
pupils is as good as it can be in order to prevent disruption to learning and progress.



Appendix 1:

Remote Education Guide for Parents (Please see Remote Learning Plan)

If your child is required to isolate in response to a directive from St Peter’s C of E Primary
School, NHS Test and Trace or by any other official source, then they will be required to
access remote education in order to ensure that they are able to continue learning. Remote
learning occurs when the learner and the teacher are separated by time and/or distance and
cannot meet in a usual classroom setting.

In the event of a full or partial school closure, or in the case of being asked to isolate
individually or with the members of their household pupils will, as far as possible, be
following the learning that would ordinarily happen if they were attending school as usual.
On return to school, your child’s learning will continue on from the remote learning that they
have completed whilst at home.

Children who are unwell are not expected to engage with remote learning. It is important
that they recover fully before re-engaging with school work.

In the event of a full or partial school closure

In the event of a full or partial school closure, information about work to be completed each
day will be sent via PING by 9.00am each day. The information will include the following:

« An explanation of core learning tasks to be completed each day in Reading, Writing
and Mathematics

« Alonger task or series of tasks linked to the Integrated Learning topic being studied
in class that pupils should work on daily or over several days

« Web-links to web-sites, videos, film clips, teacher explanations/videos or other
resources that children should use in order to inform their work, for example from
the Oak National Academy and/or BBC Bitesize

« Alink to any worksheets or templates that need to be used

« An explanation about how and when to send work to the class teacher for marking
and feedback

In the event of an individual self-isolating for a few days whist awaiting the results
of a coronavirus test

In the event of a child being asked to self isolate because they, or a member of their
household, has coronavirus symptoms, paper based tasks will either be sent home with the
child at the start of their period of isolation, sent via PING (each week) or sent to the child’s
home by first class Royal Mail.

In the event of a pupil self-isolating for a longer period of time, eg. up to 14 days

In the event of a child self-isolating for a longer period of time eg. up to 14 days whilst a
member of their household is advised to isolate, work will be set on a weekly basis and sent
home via PING or sent as a paper pack in the post.

Parental Support

We accept that every family’s circumstances is different and our planning takes account of
this. We acknowledge that access to IT may be an issue either all of the time or for some of
the time in some households. Parents should inform staff if their child is unable to access



online learning at all in order that staff can take account of this and find ways to support the
child with paper based tasks or with the loan of IT equipment if available

Parents should try to maintain a ‘school day’ structure as far as possible during a school
closure or if a child is isolating. We suggest that a quiet, comfortable place to work in is
ideal but we understand that this may be difficult in some environments particularly if there
are lots of people working from home, or within the home, at the same time and where
there are multiple demands for the use of IT. We encourage parents to do their best in
order to secure good levels of concentration.

Where possible, any IT should be in a public space in the home. Try to keep the
background neutral with no personal information visible and move any devices out of the
child’s bedroom as this is not an appropriate location for staff to undertake lessons with
pupils, if online lessons are being delivered.

Parents and/or carers should supervise children when they are working remotely, particularly
if working online in order to ensure online safety is maintained. Remote learning may well
be a new concept for parents and children which may result in some initial challenges or
difficulties. We ask parents to take an active interest in their child’s learning and to help or
support them whenever they need a helping hand.

Parents should help their child by looking at the work which has been set with their child,
discussing it to ensure understanding, making a plan in order to complete the tasks and
then checking that their child has understood addressing any problems or misconceptions as
they arise.

If children and/or parents are unclear about any of the work that is set or have difficult
accessing it online, parents should contact the class teacher as soon as possible in order to
get support or advice.

Parents/children should submit work, if asked to do so, via email for marking and feedback.
Teachers will respond to the work submitted.

It is important to remember that children should have breaks away from screens from time
to time throughout the day. Parents should encourage their children to engage throughout
the day with tasks that have been set that do not rely heavily on using IT. We particularly

encourage children to take some break time outdoors in order to get fresh air and exercise.

Monitoring well being and mental health

Remote learning will probably mean that your child won't get the same level of social
interaction as they do at school. Keep a check on their well being and try to encourage
them to engage in play and talk with family and friends as much as possible. Whilst learning
from home might seem fun and exciting to begin with, missing out on seeing friends
everyday may have an adverse effect on your child.

Safety controls and privacy restrictions

Parents are responsible for ensuring that whilst engaging with learning at home and online
their child is safe from harmful material or practices. Parents should implement any safety
controls or privacy restrictions as a precaution on each device that their child uses.



Reporting concerns

It is important to check that your home network is secure in order to ensure that your child
does not click on something inappropriate or damaging to your system. We would
recommend that parents check that their anti-virus/anti-malware software is up to date and
installed; that their wireless network is secure so that others living nearby cannot access it
(the use of a password to gain access to your network is recommended) and that you have
filters installed for when children access the internet. Pupils are taught in school that they
should never give out personal information such as full name, date of birth, home address
information or school details over the internet and we expect them to follow the same rules
at home. Pupils should never accept messages, calls, files or screen-sharing from anyone
they do not know.

Sometimes, despite best efforts, children are subject to things online that we would rather
they did not access. If you have any concerns about your child’s safety online, we ask that
you contact us as soon as possible in order that we might advise you how to proceed or
report it via the Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre (CEOP) which can be found
at http://ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/

Based on National Online Safety’s '10 Top Tips Remote learning For Parents’
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O TOP TIPS

REMOTE LEARNING FORPARENTS

Remote learning can be a great way to continue learning outside the dlassroom, particularly in difficult drcumstances.
For parents and carers, the idea of remote leaming Isn't always straightforward and there can be a number of factors

they need to consider,

around ensuring their children feel comfortable and are famillar with the whole

concept. That's why we've created this guide to help parents and carers support their child in getting the most out of
their remote learning experience.
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1) Take an active interest in your child’s learning
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2) Monitor your child’'s communication and online activity

It's important to remind your child that despite being at home, the same
level of behaviour and conduct exists as if they were at school. Encourage
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3) Establish a daily schedule and routine

Working from home and trying to learn in a more casual setting that
children might associate more with play and a degree of freedom might
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i ble/schedule that sch have sent home to help children keep on
. top of their daily learning.
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5) Ensure your learning device is in a public space in the home
to consider where your PC or laptop is placed if live video
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6) Implement safety controls and privacy restrictions

on apps and software
ing, your child
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neutral with no personal
7) Ensure your child only uses official school
communication channels

It's important that all with teachers and school staff
directed through approved school channels, whether that be through the
school's online portal or the relevant secure messaging site.
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8) Familiarise yourself with relevant school policies

Schools should have a policy on remote learning and direction that they
@an share with parents. Familiarise with this and ensure you
know what is expected of teachers and your child during lessons, both
online and offline.
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10) Monitor your child's wellbeing and mental health
same level

Remote learning will likely mean that your child won't get the

of sodal interaction and might not see their friends for a while. Keep a
checkon and try to encourage them to get out as much
as you can. Whilst learning from home might seem fun and exiting to
start with, missing out on seeing their friends everyday might take its toll.
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